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On Aug. 5 the Germans began to withdraw
from all three regions. The British followed
this up on Aug. 7 by attacking. Rawlinson
made swift progress, but the French under
D6beney were held up for a spell on the Avre.
Once over, they captured Montdidier (Aug.
10), as the British were storming Chipilly
Ridge on the Somme and pressing on to Bray.
Elements of the American Thirty-third Divi-
sion took part in the latter action. On the
same day the First American Army under
Pershing became a fact. The Germans were
being driven to the cover of the Hindenburg
line. The capture of Mont. St. Quentin
next day by the Australians opened the way to
Pe"ronne, which was reoccupied on Sept. i.

Meanwhile, the British had been speeding up
their offensive on the Lys salient. The Allied
machine was rolling on relentlessly against
Cambrai, St. Quentin, La Fere, and Laon.
Pursued by the Americans and French, the
enemy retreated on a Qo-mile front. As the
Germans were being driven back in a state of
growing confusion, a distinctly American of-
fensive was prepared by General Persning, who
had persuaded Marshal Foch that his combat
divisions could undertake a major operation on
their own. The point chosen was the St. Mi-
hiel salient, long a thorn in the side of the
French. The Germans were driven back on all
quarters. Before noon almost half the wedge
had been eliminated and the next day units of
the First and Twenty-sixth Divisions, operat-
ing from opposite sides, met at Vigneulles,
thirteen m. from the tip. By the isth the
front ran straight from Fresnes-en-Woevre to
the edge of the German boundary. The storm-
ing of the heights of Les Eparges was an es-
pecially gallant action which did much to win
the day. Ten divisions took part in this opera-
tion, which recovered for France more than
150 sq. mi. of her territory. St. Mihiel and a
number of villages, 15,000 prisoners, and 100
guns were taken. At this critical moment an-
other smashing blow was delivered by the
American army, whose performance at St.
Mihiel had convinced Foch of its ability to
reach an objective. On Sept, 26 began the
great Meuse-Argonne of ensive (the Battle of
Argonne) whose goal was the Sedan-MSzieTes
Railway, Germany's main line of lateral com-
munication. This battle raged for forty-seven
days and in it 1,200,000 Americans were en-
gaged, with casualties which amounted to 10
per cent, of that number. With the French
under Gouraud on their left, the Americans
swept across the Forges stream, stormed a
number of heights and captured on the first

.ay Varennes and Montfaucon, the old Ger-
man headquarters, with a number of villages.
Advancing down the west bank of the Meuse
nd astride the Aire, by next day they had
iroken through the second line of defences and
cached the third, the Folker line. For the
ollowing few days there was violent close-
uarter fighting all along the front except near
tie Meuse. By Oct. 4 the Germans were de-
ending their powerful Kriemhilde line and
^ogress became difficult. The Seventy-sev-
nth Division had been doing remarkable work
hrough the rough Argonne Forest. Gouraud
had been advancing steadily towards Vouziers,
and was now driving the Germans north of
Rheims. (See AEGONNE.)
To the far north King Albert and Plumer
had resumed the Battle of Flanders. On Sept.
8 they cleared the treacherous Houthulst
forest and the next day recovered Dixmude,
Passchandaele, and other villages. The Bel-
gians took Roulers on Sept. 30, as the British
recovered Messines Ridge. Sweeping forward
on a broad front with the French under De-
goutte co-operating, the northern armies rolled
jack the Germans from the coast. Armentieres
was reoccupied on Oct. 2. During the same peri-
od the St. Quentin-Cambrainline was attacked
by Byng and Rawlinson. Between them two
American divisions, the Twenty-seventh and
Thirtieth, were in close touch with the Aus-
tralians. Marcoing and Cantaing were re-
gained by Sept. 29, the Americans taking Belle-
court and Nauroy. On Sept. 28 Mangin had
captured Fort de Malmaison and was driving
the Germans off the Chemin-des-Dames. Laon
would soon be untenable. Suddenly the whole
western part of the German front seemed to
grow thin. The balloon was about to burst.
The end was approaching. The Allies now
pressed forward. The French took St. Quentin
on Oct. 2; a day later Lens and her coal fields
were first ruined and then abandoned by the
Germans, On Oct. 9 the British occupied
Cambrai; the next day Le Gateau; on Oct. 18
both Laon and La F&re were won back by
France with hardly a struggle.
In the Argonne, on the other hand, a con.
tinuous battle was raging. On Oct. 7, after hav-
ing been ait off for five days, Major Whittlesey
and his 'Lost Battalion7 were finally rescued
after an indomitable resistance. In the mean-
time, the extreme right had been receiving a
grilling fire from the east bank of the Meuse
It was, therefore, essential to bring up the
front on this quarter; and the French general
(Claudel), supported by two American divis-
ions, attacked the Austrians on this sector with